
                                                             
By  the  K I N G. 

A  P R O C L A M A T I O N: 
FOR the diſcovering and apprehending the Perſons who plundered and burnt the  

Gaſpee Schooner ; and barbarouſly wounded and ill-treated Lieutenant William Dudingſton, 

commander of the ſaid Schooner. 
WH E R E A S , We have received information that upon the 10th Day of June laſt, between the Hours of Twelve and 

One in the Morning, in the Providence or Narraganſett river, in Our Colony of Rhode-Iſland and Providence 

Plantations, a great Number of Perſons, armed with Guns and other offenſive Weapons, and led by Two Perſons, who were 

called the Captain and Head-Sheriff, in ſeveral armed Boats, attacked and Boarded Our Veſſel called the Gaſpee Schooner, 

then lying at ſingle Anchor in the ſaid River, commanded by Our Lieutenant William Dudingſton, under the orders of 

Our Rear-Admiral John Montagu, and having dangerouſly wounded and barbarouſly treated the ſaid William 

Dudingſton, took, plundered, and burnt the ſaid Schooner : 

WE, to the Intent that ſaid outrageous and heinous Offenders may be diſcovered, and brought to condign 

Puniſhment, have thought fit, with the Advice of Our Privy Council, to iſſue this Our Royal PROCLAMATION :   

          And We are hereby graciouſly pleaſed to promiſe, that if any Perſon or Perſons ſhall diſcover any other Perſon or Perſons 

concerned in the ſaid daring and heinous Offences above-mentioned, ſo that he or they may be apprehended and brought to juſtice, ſuch 

Diſcoverer ſhall have and receive, as a Reward for ſuch Diſcovery, upon Conviction of each of the ſaid Offenders, the Sum of Five 

Hundred Pounds. And if any Perſon or Perſons ſhall Diſcover either of the ſaid Perſons who acted as, or called themſelves, or were 

called by their ſaid accomplices, the Head-Sheriff or the Captain, ſo that they, or either of them, may be apprehended and brought to 

Puniſhment, ſuch Diſcoverer ſhall have and receive, as a Reward for ſuch Diſcovery, upon Conviction of either of the ſaid Perſons, the 

further Sum of Five Hundred Pounds, over and above the Sum of Five Hundred Pounds herein before promiſed for the Diſcovery and 

apprehending any of the other common Offenders above mentioned; and if any perſon or perſons concerned therein, except the two 

perſons who were called the Head-Sheriff and Captain, and the Perſon or Perſons who wounded ſaid Lieutenant William Dudingſton, 

ſhall diſcover any one or more of the ſaid Accomplices, ſo that he or they may be apprehended and brought to Puniſhment, ſuch 

Diſcoverer ſhall have and receive the ſaid Reward or Rewards of Five Hundred Pounds or One Thouſand Pounds as the Caſe may be : 

and alſo Our gracious Pardon for his ſaid Offence;   And the Commiſſioners for executing the Office of Treaſurer of Our Exchequer, 

are hereby required to make Payment accordingly of the ſaid Rewards.  And we do hereby ſtrictly charge and command our 

Governors, Deputy Governors, Magiſtrates, Officers, and all other Our Loving Subjects that they do uſe their utmoſt Diligence, in 

their ſeveral Places and Capacities, to find out, diſcover, and apprehend the ſaid Offenders, in Order to their being brought to Juſtice. 

And we do hereby command that this Our Proclamation be printed and publiſhed, in the uſual form, and affixed in the principal Places 

of Our Town of Newport, and other Towns in Our ſaid Colony, that none may pretend Ignorance. 

GIVEN at our Court at St. James, the Twenty-Sixth Day 
of Auguſt, 1772, in the Twelfth Year of Our Reign.  

G O D  ſ a v e  t h e  K I N G. 
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