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Slide 1:  


Graphic:  The Burning of the Gaspee by Charles DeWolf Brownell. The Gaspee Days Committee is a civic-minded nonprofit organization that operates many community events in and around Pawtuxet Village, including the famous Gaspee Days Parade each June. These events are all designed to commemorate the burning of the hated British revenue schooner, HMS Gaspee, by Rhode Island patriots in 1772 as 'America's First Blow for Freedom'®





Slide 2:  


Graphic 1: The original 13 Colonies in 1775


Graphic 2: As above, Arrow Points to Rhode Island


Graphic 3: 1750-1806  Map of RI


Graphic 4: As above with "It's not a Road, It's not an Island, It's the State of Rhode Island"
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Graphic: Angled photo of the original Charter
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Graphic: Painting of King Charles II (1630-1685); (Reign 1660-1685)
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Graphic: Hypothetical sketch of Roger Williams (c1603-1684) based on historical descriptions. 


No actual portrait exists.
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Bullet 3: The French and Indian War was also fought between France and England in the European Theater, where it was known as the Seven Years War (1756-1763).


Graphic: King George III.





Slide 8: 


Bullet 1: Most of the battles fought during the French & Indian War took place in frontier land now known as the Midwest United States.


Graphic: 1702 map depicting Atlantic trade routes. Taxes particularly were imposed on sea trade as the Royal Navy could enforce them on merchant vessels. There were too few land based British soldiers to enforce any tax on land based trade. Examples of taxes were the Stamp Act 1764-1765 the Townshend Duties of 1767 and the Sugar Act.  The Sugar Act encompassed molasses, which was a key element in the Rhode Island triangular trade of rum for slaves for molasses for rum.
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Bullet 1: People of all 13 colonies smuggled to some degree, but Rhode Island was worse than most.  The many inlets and harbors within the Colony's Narragansett Bay made it relatively easy for smugglers to avoid customs houses and revenue enforcement ships. 


Graphic: Schooner HMS Sultana, a recently reconstructed replica of a ship very similar to the HMS Gaspee. This Sultana is based in Maryland.  There were, in fact, twelve of these revenue cutters constructed c1764 in America for Royal Navy use in enforcing trade laws.  The Sultana and the Gaspee were two of this class. A fast, two-masted sailing ship is referred to as a schooner.
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Graphic: Typical Royal Navy Lieutenant c1790.  Lieutenant William Dudingston (1740-1817) was born near Edinburgh, Scotland..








Slide 11:   


Bullet 2: Dudingston would send any ship seized for carrying contraband to Boston to be sold as a customs prize, of which he would take a cut of the profits from the sale.  This bypassed the usual manner of determining such actions in the local Admiralty Court for Rhode Island which was more 'friendly' to Rhode Island maritime commerce and merchants. In fact, the Royal Navy had been continually frustrated by the RI court system refusing to find their citizens guilty of smuggling.





Slide 12:   


Bullet 1: One incident was that of Rufus Greene (1748-1831) whose cargo sloop, Fortune, was caught carrying contraband molasses. Rufus Greene was beaten up and the sloop sent to Boston to be sold.  This led to a series of lawsuits by the Greene family, including the famous American General Nathanael Greene, filed against Lt. Dudingston.





Slide 13:  


Graphic: Governor Joseph Wanton (1705-1780). At the time (1772) the capital of RI where Wanton sat was in Newport.  Darius Sessions (1717-1809), the Deputy Governor (now known as Lieutenant Governor) presided in Providence.  It was Sessions to whom the Providence merchants first appealed their annoyances over the Gaspee. 





Slide 14:  


Bullet 1: Admiral John Montagu (1719-1795) Royal Navy Commander of the Blue Fleet and for the North American station. He was officially stationed in Halifax, NS, but was usually in Boston, MA. He was widely known for his uncouth sailor's vocabulary. At one point, Admiral Montagu, heard of a plot to destroy the Gaspee in Newport.  He threatened to hang anyone caught interfering with the Gaspee as a pirate.  


Bullet 2: The constant threats of lawsuits kept Dudingston mostly aboard the Gaspee during his time in Rhode Island. He feared arrest if he should be caught on land.


Bullet 3: The Sons of Liberty was a secretive group of prominent men taking action against British taxes on the Colonies. They were formed in response to the Stamp Act of 1764 and had branches in all cities in America.  They were known to 'tar and feather' tax collectors and other customs officials, and were a driving force in Revolutionary thought.


Graphic: John Brown (1736-1803).  John Brown was one of the wealthiest men in Rhode Island.  He and his brothers, Nicholas, Joseph, and Moses made their money in candle-making, iron foundries, merchandising, rum and gin distilleries, as well as some slave trading.  Moses Brown went on to become a famous abolitionist, while John Brown defended the despicable practice while in the US Congress. All donated generously to the institution that was renamed in their honor as Brown University. 





Slide 15:  


Graphic: High Altitude Image of Gaspee Point.  Notice the sand bar and shallow water area projecting out and up from the point.  Gaspee Point is now Federally protected land, but has not achieved historical landmark status.
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Bullet 1: Benjamin Lindsay (1744-1782) was an experienced ship captain who traveled up and down Narragansett Bay all the time, so he was very familiar with all the hazards to navigation in the area.  On this particular trip he was sailing from New York, and off-loaded his cargo at Newport to make his ship extra light and fast.


Graphic: Typical packet sloop of the time. A one-masted sailing vessel is called a sloop.





Slide 17:  


Bullet 1: The Gaspee usually lurked just past Newport in Narragansett Bay where they could monitor ship traffic. Dudingston demanded that all passing ships strike their colors (flags) as a show of respect to the British flag flying from his own mast.  Although Dudingston could search any passing ship, the fact that the Hannah did not strike her colors was a direct insult at the British, and ensured that the Gaspee would begin a chase.


Graphic1: 1750-1806  Map of RI:


Graphic 2: Same as above with outline of Narragansett Bay


Graphic 3: Map of Narragansett Bay, 1777 by Charles Blaskowitz


Graphic4: Same as above showing chase from Newport towards Providence, ending at Namquit Point (now called Gaspee Point) in Warwick, Rhode Island.  This is located about 18 miles North of Newport, and about 6 miles South of Providence 





Slide 18:  


Graphic1:  Current NOAA chart of Gaspee Point.  Note the shallow soundings extending out from the point indicating a submerged sandbar.  


Slide 19:  


Bullet 1: In other words, the Hannah had a shallow draft.  


Bullet 2: The crew of the Hannah deliberately furled her sails in apparent confusion once past the point.  This made for an inviting target for the Gaspee to pursue to catch-up with her prey.  


Bullet 3: The HMS Gaspee, although nimble in the coastal waters for which she was built, was still a warship and carried a considerably deeper draft than the Hannah. Becoming stuck on land, usually a sandbar, is referred to as having run aground.
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Bullet 1: The suitable insults included the 'mooning' of the Gaspee by the crew of the Hannah.


Graphic: Captain Lindsay with John Brown. Lindsay points down the Providence River towards where the Gaspee lay aground





Slide 21:  


Bullet 1: John Brown owned many ships and employed many ship captains. The longboats were a very large rowboat that was propelled by 4 oars on each side.  


Graphic: Drumming up recruits.  With no TV or radio, this was the common way to draw the attention of the people of Providence to urgent news.
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Bullet 1: In addition to tactical planning, the men also cast bullets and armed themselves with barrel staves and paving stones. 


Graphic: Planning the attack.  The Sabin Tavern was known to be a meeting place for the local chapter of the Sons of Liberty.





Slide 23:  


Bullet 1: Many of the people known to have participated in the attack were surprisingly young, one was only 16 years old, and many were still teenagers.  


Bullet 2: There is some controversy as to whether the raiders disguised themselves as Indians, but it is more likely that they merely used coal dust to blacken their faces to enhance tactical surprise. The oarlocks of each boat had been muffled to avoid noise while rowing.  


Bullet 3: The boat from Bristol also impressed into service one Aaron Briggs, a young mulatto indentured servant, who was rowing in a boat near an island along the way.  Aaron later turned over, gave testimony to the British about the attack, and identified several participants, including John Brown.





Slide 24:   


Bullet 1: The timing of the raid was critical, in that they caught the majority of the crew asleep, the moon had just set at 12:47 am to ensure darkness and the tide was rising.  They had to attack before the next high tide, which would have been at 2:56 am.  


Bullet 2: The attacking boats approached in-line abreast so that all boats could be in position to attack at once when discovered.  By attacking from the bow of the Gaspee, the boats could avoid any cannon shots from the sides of the schooner.





Slide 25:  


Bullet 1: The actual quote was, "I am the sheriff of the county of Kent, God damn you! I have got a warrant to apprehend you, God damn you; so surrender, God damn you!''


Graphic: Captain Abraham Whipple, (1733-1819) the tactical commander of the attack. Whipple went on to distinguished service in the fledgling US Navy during the Revolution. In one exploit, Whipple stole several cannon from the British in Newport. Captain James Wallace of the HMS Rose fired off an angry letter of accusation to Whipple:  "You, Abraham Whipple, on the 10th of June, 1772, burned His Majesty's vessel, the Gaspee, and I will hang you at the yard-arm."  To which Whipple replied with Yankee ingenuity: "Sir: Always catch a man before you hang him." 





Slide 26:  


Bullet 1: Lt. Dudingston later claimed that one of the crew of the attacking boats was killed and quietly buried ashore, but the attackers never said that they sustained any casualties.


Graphic: Joseph Bucklin (1754 -- c1781) fires his musket wounding Lt. Dudingston.  The musket ball went through the surface of Dudingston's arm and lodged into his groin area. Not to worry, as he subsequently fathered four children. Musket balls did not have the velocity of modern day assault weapons, and had an M-16 been used it would have taken his leg off with the impact and killed him immediately.


�
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Graphic: The Attack on the Gaspee by McKevin (cropped image). The whole graphic is inaccurate as it shows the Gaspee burning while being attacked. The Gaspee actually wasn't burned until 3 hours later after they were done plundering through it.
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Bullet 2: Before being released, the crew was interviewed by Dep. Gov. Darius Sessions, who quickly went down to Pawtuxet Village in an attempt to do damage control for the Colonial interests. He gathered statements from many of the crew that they could not see anything well, and did not know the identity of any of the attackers.
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Bullet 1: John Mawney (c1751-1830) never went on to practice medicine as a profession. He did, however, go on to become a Colonel in the Revolutionary War, but was known widely as a philanderer. He apparently gave Dudingston very good first aid for his wounds, for it is a wonder that the Lieutenant survived at all given the lack of antibiotics at the time.  


Bullet 2: Dudingston was placed into the home of Joseph Rhodes in Pawtuxet Village, and was later transported to Newport where he recovered in the home of his lawyer, James Brenton.  Later that summer, hearing that threats were made against Dudingston, the Royal Navy transported him back to England where he continued his recovery at a spa. He eventually achieved the rank of Rear Admiral in the Royal Navy.


Bullet 3: Brown, Whipple et al were trying to find papers incriminating to Dudingston, but apparently found none.


Graphic: Wine goblet plundered from the Gaspee. The only remaining artifacts of the Gaspee include this small silver wine goblet kept at the RI Historical Society museum, and several walking canes reportedly carved from the deck rails by one of the attackers, Ephraim Bowen (1753-1841).
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Bullet 1: The 5 am time corresponds to current Eastern Daylight Savings Time, which did not exist in 1772.  It was actually just before the 'crack of dawn' at 4:10 am in 1772 time.


Graphic: The Burning of the Gaspee by Doerflinger ©KarlDoerflinger.com..
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Graphic: The Burning of the Gaspee by Brownell.  The gunpowder was assumably stored in the deep, center of the ship to protect it. The Gaspee subsequently was burned down to its waterline. The British sent out a salvage party to recover any useful iron and like items, and what little was left was then scavenged by the locals.  Hurricanes and woodworms have ensured that there is absolutely nothing left of the Gaspee at the site.
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Bullet 1: One young raider, Justin Jacobs, 17, was soundly admonished by the leaders of the attack after he was seen parading with Dudingston's Royal Navy 'beaver' hat atop the Great Bridge in Providence upon their return.  


Bullet 2: Most Providence citizens were in accord with the venture.  Most of the Tories lived in Newport.  


Bullet 3: Most Gaspee raiders were related by either blood, marriage, or employment.
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Bullet 2: If any one actually has an established descendency from a Gaspee raider, the Gaspee Days Committee runs an annual 'indictment' ceremony of descendants for their ancestors' crimes against King George III.  Contact webmaster@gaspee.org for details.  Genealogies of all known Gaspee raiders are available on-line at www.gaspee.org.





Slide 34:  


Bullet 2: They also feared an increased Royal Navy presence in Narragansett Bay as retribution.  This further cut into free sea-trading in the area.
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Graphic: Reward Poster by Governor Joseph Wanton.  The reward offer of £100 was a large sum in 1772 and was published both on broadsides and in newspapers over the next few days.





�
Slide 36:  


Bullet 2: The Rhode Island judiciary had a long history of refusing to indict local Colonists for crimes of smuggling and other tax-avoidance schemes. Correspondence between Loyalists and officials of the British Government pointed out that it would be futile to rely on the Rhode Island courts to bring any identified culprits to justice.


Graphic:  Reward broadside from King George III.  This reward offer upped the ante to the, then, astronomical sum of £500 for each raider identified, and £1000 each for the leaders of the raid. Although not stated in the reward offer, these leaders of the raid were John Brown and Abraham Whipple.
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Bullet 1: The Royal-appointed commission investigating the destruction of the Gaspee was composed of four leading justices of surrounding colonies, and each of which the British considered Loyalist in their leanings.  Additionally, Rhode Island Governor Joseph Wanton, while outwardly Loyalist, positioned himself as chief of the commission, and was able to mitigate any damage to Rhode Island interests.


Bullet 2: The Gaspee investigatory commission was directed by the King's officials to meet in Newport.  The British had erroneously assumed that the Gaspee raid had been instigated by persons from the Newport area; it was actually carried out by people from Providence, some 30 miles to the North.  This would subsequently be a factor in many witnesses from Providence claiming severe hardship and not being able to make the trip to Newport to testify before the commission.





Slide 38:  


Graphic: The HMS Rose, a brig-of-war.  Charged suspects were to be delivered up to Admiral Montagu in Boston for transportation to England for trial. The British authorities relied on a recently passed Dockyards Act that stipulated that attacks on the Royal Navy were to be considered treason.  They further claimed that an old law of treason from King Henry VIII stipulated that such suspects were to be tried only in England.





Slide 39:  





Slide 40: 


Bullet 1: The British were, in effect, stating that while the American Colonists were subject to British rule, the Americans didn't really have the same rights as Englishmen after all.


Graphic: Samuel Adams by Jonathan Copley.  Sam Adams (1722 - 1803) was known as the Father of the American Revolution.  As a founding member of the Sons of Liberty, Adams led the anti-taxation cause after the Stamp Act of 1764, and periodically instigated furor within the Colonies against British policies.
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Bullet 1: Adams suggestions with respect to the Committees of Correspondence came in letters written to RI Dep. Gov. Darius Sessions, who with others had appealed to Adams for advice on how Rhode Island should respond to the British commission of inquiry on the Gaspee.


Bullet 2: Richard Henry Lee (1732-1794) of the Virginia House of Burgess had been a frequent correspondent with Adams.  He is generally credited with passage of the act in Virginia which established the standing Committees of Correspondence in March 1773, and which gave the Gaspee Affair as the specific reason to do so.
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Graphic:  Flag of the original 13 United States of America. This is often referred to as the Betsy Ross flag.
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Graphic:  The Burning of the Gaspee by Doley
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Bullet 3: Gov. Wanton insisted on a exact interpretation of King George III's instructions to the commission.  This interpretation was so literal that the effectiveness of the commission was greatly weakened, while Wanton could hide behind the claim that he was only being diligent in his duty to the King. For instance, the instructions indicated that any people found suspect in the burning of the Gaspee be delivered to Admiral Montagu for transport to England.  Wanton therefore insisted that Admiral Montagu personally attend the commission hearings in Newport, which the busy Admiral, who was based in Boston, was mostly unable to do.


�
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Bullet 1: By taking depositions from subpoenaed witnesses himself, Sessions was able to avoid having the witnesses testify directly in front of the commission, thus avoiding cross-examination with further questions.


Bullet 2: Foremost of these incidences was Sessions' dogged pursuit of witnesses willing to testify against the captured slave, Aaron Briggs.  He arranged for the testimony of his masters and bunk-mate on Prudence Island that Aaron never left the island on the night in question, and than Briggs was an habitual liar.


Bullet 3: A Saul Ramsdale went to testify before the commission about what he had heard second-hand from others about the raid.  He was threatened that armed men would intercept him if he attempted to do so.





Slide 46:  


Graphic: Stephen Hopkins (1707-1785) was Chief Justice of the Rhode Island Supreme Court, a former Governor of the Colony, and later would go on to sign the Declaration of Independence.  As CJ, he would not recognize the authority of the Royally-appointed commission to indict suspects, and insisted any such indictments be handled by Rhode Island courts with a local trial by jury.
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Bullet 1: To Gov. Wanton's credit, the commission of inquiry relied on a high level of evidence in order to be able to charge a suspect, even though the names of the principal culprits were probably known to them. Aaron Briggs' testimony was considered coerced and unreliable, Saul Ramsdale's as hearsay, and others as being unspecific enough to carry forth any indictments.


Bullet 2: Of course, the fact that no one was actually hung for the burning of one of His Majesty's warships greatly emboldened those Americans who sought independence from Britain.


Graphic:  The Colony House, Newport, RI.  This was the site where the commission of inquiry met.  The building also served as the site of the meetings of the Colonial Assembly.  It still exists in the central square of Newport.
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Graphic:  The Burning of the Gaspee by Palthorpe.
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The website for the Gaspee Days Committee that runs celebrations such as the annual Gaspee Days Parade is at www.gaspee.COM.
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Please send comments to Dr. Concannon at webmaster@gaspee.org





Slide 51:  


End of Presentation.


The Burning of the Gaspee











