
(L. S.) 

 
 

By the Honorable     J O S E P H       W A N T O N ,      Eſquire, Governor, Captain-General, and 

Commander in Chief, of and over the Engliſh Colony of Rhode Iſland, and Providence Plantations, 
in New England, in America. 

 

A     P  R  O  C  L  A  M  A  T  I  O  N .  
HEREAS on Tueſday, the ninth inſtant, in the Night, a Number of People unknown, 

boarded His Majeſty's armed Schooner the Gaſpee, as ſhe lay aground on a Point of Land, 

called Namquit, a little to the ſouthward of Pawtuxet, in the Colony aforeſaid, who dangerouſly 

wounded Lieutenant William Dudingſton, the Commander, and by Force took him, with all his 

People, put them into Boats, and landed them near Pawtuxet; and afterwards ſet Fire to the 

ſaid Schooner, whereby ſhe was entirely deſtroyed : 
 

     I   H A V E, therefore thought fit, by and with the Advice of ſuch of His Majeſty's Council as could be ſeaſonably 

convened, to iſſue this Proclamation, ſtrictly charging and commanding all His Majeſty's Officers within the ſaid 

Colony, both Civil and Military, to exert themſelves, with the utmoſt Vigilance, to diſcover and apprehend the 

Perſons guilty of the aforeſaid atrocious Crime, that they may be brought to condign Puniſhment.  And I do hereby 

offer a Reward of   O N E    H U N D R E D    P O U N D S ,   Sterling, Money of Great-Britain, to any Perſon 

or Perſons who ſhall diſcover the Perpetrators of the ſaid Villainy, to be paid immediately upon the Conviction of 
any one or more of them. 
 

     A N D the ſeveral Sheriffs in the ſaid Colony are hereby required, forthwith, to cauſe this Proclamation to be 

poſted up in the moſt public Places in each of the Towns in their reſpective Counties. 
 

GIVEN under my Hand and Seal at Arms, at Newport, this Twelfth Day of June, in the Twelfth Year of the 

Reign of His Moſt Sacred Majeſty GEORGE  THE  THIRD, by the Grace of God King of Great-Britain, and ſo 

forth, Annoq. Dom. One Thouſand, Seven Hundred and Seventy-two. 
 

J .    WANTON.     

By his Honor's Command, 
 HENRY WARD, Sec'ry 

G O D   S A V E   T H E   K I N G .  
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